
 

   
 

Year 5 -Medium Term Planning  

Focus - Our People - Refugees and Human Rights  

“You, me and those who came before.”  
 

Global Citizenship Core Text and Hook Community / Global 

Project Outcome 

 

 
 

 

  
A story like the wind by Gill 

Lewis 

 
Hook: Hook: Suitcase, 

pillow, clothes, toys, etc 

scattered around the 
classroom… a family has 

had to leave quickly.  

Children to mind map their 
ideas about what has 

happened and why it is 

happened.  Who has it 
happened to?  Photograph 

scene and mind maps for 

books.  Children to reflect 
on the hook lesson in 

books. 

 

Children to appeal for sponsorship to 
complete a military-style obstacle course to 

raise money for a charity linked to Migration 
and refugees. 

 (GRACE possibly – subject to change due to 
Pandemic!) 
 

Linked school value  Global Goals 



 

   
 

 
Value: equality 

 

 

 

Curriculum Table / 

Display 

Proposed Trip/Visitors 

Key Questions:  What does 

the word refuge mean? 
What is a refugee? Which 

parts of the world are 

affected by conflict? Why 
do you think our story is 

named as it is? Why do you 

think there is not a specific 
place mentioned in the 

book? How are the 

experiences of refugees 
similar/different between 

WWII and now? 

 

Key Images:  Refugees in 

boats. Coastguard 

intercepting them … 

conflict images … burning 

homes, devastated crops, 

famine etc … 

Key Artefacts: Suitcase, 

lifejacket?  

Key Vocabulary: Refugee 

,safe haven, conflict, 

persecution, immigrant, 

migration, displacement, 

Migration Museum, Lewisham – (Online 

education workshop to be arranged due to 
it being closed for education visits until 2021 

and Tier 3 restrictions.) 
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/planning-

your-education-visit/ 
 
 

GRACE representative to collect boxes, (or 
children take them to Grace – Greenwich) 

 

https://www.migrationmuseum.org/planning-your-education-visit/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/planning-your-education-visit/


 

   
 

asylum, settled status, 

humanitarian 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Global Citizenship Building Blocks 
 

 

 

 

Knowledge and Understanding  

 

Skills Attitudes 

 

• Human rights: Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights  

• importance of citizens, societies and 

governments respecting and 

defending people’s human rights  

• current and historical human rights 

issues and movements in own 

country and elsewhere  

•  

• Social Justice and equity: ways of 

defining and measuring poverty 

(relative and absolute) and 

inequality  

• inequalities within and between 

societies and how these change  

• wider causes and effects of poverty, 

inequality and exclusion  

 

 

• Peace & Conflict: effects of conflict 

at all levels  

 

• Empathy: discern how people are 

feeling through their 

words, body language, 

gestures and tone 

• recognise how different 

backgrounds, beliefs 

and personalities affect 

behaviour and world 

views 

Informed and reflective action 

• identify and plan 

appropriate action(s) 

and opportunities to 

make own voice heard 

• challenge viewpoints 

which perpetuate 

inequality and injustice 

• reflect on learning from 

taking action 

 

 

 

Commitment to social justice and equity 

• active concern at 

injustice, exploitation and 

denial of human rights 

• willingness to take action 

against injustice and 

inequity 

Respect for people and human rights 

• sense of solidarity with 

those suffering human 

rights violations, injustice 

and discrimination 

• commitment to hold 

duty-bearers to account 

for upholding equal rights 

for all 

Value diversity 

respect for the rights of all 

to have a point of view 

• willingness to challenge 

prejudiced and 



 

   
 

• importance of resolving conflict 

fairly  

• role of non-violent protest in social 

and political change  

 

discriminatory views 

• recognition of diverse 

perspectives on any issue, 

and that the majority view 

is not always right 

 

 

 
 

Week 1 Please record building blocks from history / geography and subject drivers in this section. 
Remember to move through each stage above – from exploring to evaluating your project. 

 

Hook – photograph and reflect on the reasons for abandoning the suitcase. 
Week 2 

Global conflict issues - World map – where in the world is conflict currently happening?  Label countries such 

as Syria, Ukraine, Southern Sudan, Myanmar. Research one of them and create a fact file.  
Collect information about a place/locality. 

Week 3 

Historical context – Displaced people over history – beginning with The story of Moses, moving on to Russian 

Civil War, resulting in the League of Nations being set up in 1921. Include Rwanda, Jews during WWII, Polish people, 
Balkans, etc … 
Use dates and historical language in their work.  
Draw a timeline with different time periods outlined which show different information, such as periods of history or when famous 

people lived, etc. 
Week 4 

Europe and her neighbours – the changing maps since 18th century. Research how the border of 

Poland/Austria/Germany has changed since the 18th century.  
Create their own geographical questions and find the answers using a range of resources (atlases, maps, globes, the internet). 

Week 5 

Historical context: End of World 1 and the rise of Hitler. 

Exploring Deepening Planning Delivering Evaluating



 

   
 

 Research the life of one person who has had a significant influence on the period studied. 

Week 6 

Historical context: WWII – The Final Solution, Kristallnacht.  
 HALF TERM 

Week 7 Research charities that help refugees (humanitarian aid) such as Action Aid, Unicef, Red Cross, Red Crescent, 
Week 8 

Explore stories of refugees and their experiences.  
Week 9 Plan the campaign – what/who are we raising money for?  
Week 10 Deliver an assembly to the school and write a letter to be parentmailed. 
Week 11 Obstacle course design and practice.  Complete the course and inform parents.  

Week 12 Reflect on the project outcomes – visitor (Grenadier Guard) to deliver a letter. 

 

 

 

 

 

English 

 

Week 1 
WB 04.01.21  

Week 2 
WB 11.01.20 

 

Week 3 
WB 18.01.20 

 

Week 4 
WB 25.01.21 

Week 5 
WB 01.02.21 

 

Week 6 
WB 08.02.21  

SPaG Focus:  

Adverbials and 

cohesion 

 

SPaG Focus: 

Adverbials and 

cohesion 

 

SPaG Focus: 

Commas for clarity 

 

 

SPaG Focus: 

Commas for clarity 

 

 

SPaG Focus: 

Colons to introduce a 

list and bullet points  

SPaG Focus: 

Colons to introduce a list 

and bullet points  

 

Inspire 

 

Focus of the week:  
 

Hook in GC – Suitcase. 

 

Immerse  

 

Focus of the week:  
 

Mini-write - Narrative - 

Description of the sea 

Analyse 

 

Focus of the week:  
 

Poetry – the boat 

journey. 

Generate 

 

Focus of the week:  
 

Model/write 

 

 Focus of the week:  
 

Edit/publish 

  

Focus of the week:  

 

Children peer assess and 

edit their work.  

Inspire Immerse Analyse Generate Model Write Edit Publish 



 

   
 

Literacy shed – Little 

Boat. 
 

Mini-write - Narrative - 
Description of the 

journey the boat takes. 

 
Children peer assess 

and edit their work. 

Assess the effectiveness 
of their own and other’s 

writing. 

 
Guided reading – 

Hanna's suitcase/the 

journey. 

in the journey the boat 

takes. 
 

Narrative - Description 
of the weather in the 

journey the boat takes. 

 
Children peer assess 

and edit their work. 

Assess the 
effectiveness of their 

own and other’s 

writing. 
 

Guided reading – 

Hanna's suitcase/the 
journey. 

 

Ensure key features of 
a poem are clear.  
Personification  
Similes   
Metaphors  

Abstract nouns 
Sentence openers 
(prepositional, adverbs, 
connectives,”-ing” words,  
“-ed” words, similes) 
Adjectives 
Repetition 
Antonyms 

Synonyms 
Alliteration 
Onomatopoeia 
Prepositions 
Powerful verbs 
Specific nouns 
Collective nouns 
Expanded noun phrases 

 

 

Narrative - Description of 

the people on the boat 
with the violinist.  

 
Children peer assess and 

edit their work. Assess 

the effectiveness of their 
own and other’s writing. 

 

Children explore the 

core text. Write a 

postcard from the 

violinist on the boat to 

his mum. 

 

Letter written by the 

violinist on the boat to 

his mum. 
 

Identify audience. 
  
Select appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary and 

understand how these 

choices change and 

enhance meaning 

within their letter 

writing. 
 

 

 

Assess the effectiveness 

of their own and other’s 

writing. 

 

Children re-draft their 

letters for publication. 

 

 

Maths 
 

Week 1 
WB 04.01.21  

Week 2 
WB 11.01.20 

 

Week 3 
WB 18.01.20 

 

Week 4 
WB 25.01.21 

Week 5 
WB 01.02.21 

 

Week 6 
WB 08.02.21  

Focus for the week: 

 

Multiplication of 2,3- and 4-digit 

numbers by a 1digit number.  

 

Focus for the week:  

 

Multiplication of 2 x 2, 

3 x 2 and 4 x 2 digits. 

 

Focus for the week: 

 

 Division of 2,3,and 4-

digit numbers. 

 

Focus for the week: 

 

Fractions 

 

What is a 

fraction?Equivalent 

fractions 

 

Focus for the week: 

 

Fractions 

Focus for the week: 

 

Adding Fractions 



 

   
 

Weekly Overview  

Children begin using 2 x 1digit 

multiplication using PV counters 

and grids to show partitioning and 
expanded method before 

finalising with a compact written 

method. They progress to 3 x 1 
digit and then 4 x 1 digit, 

illustrating their compact method 

with PV counters.  

Weekly Overview 
Children use the area 

model and base 

10//PV counters to 

illustrate each 

calculation before 

using a compact 

formal method. 

They progress from 2x2 

through to 3x2 and 

finally 4x2.  

 

Weekly Overview 
Children learn to use PV 
counters and charts, as 

well as known 
multiplication facts, to 
divide 2 digit numbers.  
They progress to using 

part-whole models with 
3-digit numbers and 

then a compact 
method (bus stop) with 
3 and 4-digit numbers. 

Weekly Overview 
Children use concrete 

and pictorial 
representations to 

understand what a 
fraction is.  They discuss 

fractions less than 1 
and their position on a 

number line.  

 
Children then use 
manipulatives to 

explore that fractions 
can be wholes and 
parts and represent 

fractions greater than 
1. 

Weekly Overview 
Children encounter 
improper and mixed 

fractions and convert 
both, recognising times 

tables and division 
facts.  

 
They compare and 

order fractions, 
recognising number 

sequences.  

Weekly Overview 
Children learn to add 
fractions within one, 
add two and three 
fractions together. 

They then add mixed 
numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Discrete Subjects  

 

 Week 1 
WB 04.01.21  

Week 2 
WB 11.01.20 

 

Week 3 
WB 18.01.20 

 

Week 4 
WB 25.01.21 

Week 5 
WB 01.02.21 

 

Week 6 
WB 08.02.21  

Whole 

Class 

Reading  

Strategies: Clarifying 

 

Main focus: Hana’s 
Suitcase – a true 

story. Karen Levine 

 

Strategies: 

Summarising 

 
Hana’s Suitcase – a 

true story. Karen Levine 

 
 

Strategies: 

Predicting 

 

The Journey 

Francesca Sanna 
 

 

 

Strategies: 

Inferring 

 
The Journey 

Francesca Sanna 

 

Strategies: 

Predicting 

 
The Boy at the Back 

of the Class  

Onjali Q Rauf 
 

 

Strategies: 

Inferring 

 
The Boy at the Back 

of the Class  

Onjali Q Rauf 
 

 



 

   
 

  

Plus extracts from The 

day Hitler Stole Pink 
Rabbit by Judith Kerr, 

The Silver Sword by 
Ian Serrailler and 

The Boy in the Striped 

Pyjamas  
 

 

 
 

Plus extracts from The 

day Hitler Stole Pink 
Rabbit by Judith Kerr, 

The Silver Sword by Ian 
Serrailler and 

The Boy in the Striped 

Pyjamas  
 

 

 



 

   
 

Science 

 

 

LO: classify 

materials according 

to their properties. 
Activity:  
Children test each 

material for 

magnetism, 
hardness 

transparency, 

flexibility and 
Permeability. 

 
 

LO: investigate the 

best electrical 

conductors. 
Activity:  
Children plan and 

carry out an 

investigation into 
which material is best 

at conducting 

electricity. 

 
 

LO: understand what 

dissolving means.  
Activity: 
Children plan and 

carry out an 

investigation into how 

temperature affects 

the solubility of sugar. 
 

(Science Day) 

 
 

LO: investigate 

changes over time. 

Activity: 
Children observe 

how materials 
change state over 

time and record 

findings on a graph. 
 

(Science Day) 

 

LO: explore how to 

separate mixtures.  
Activity: Children 

carry out different 

ways to separate 
the mixtures given. 

 
 

LO: identify reversible 

and irreversible 

changes.  
Activity: Children 

investigate what 

happens when two 

materials are mixed 
and an irreversible 

chemical change 

takes place. 

 

Computing LO: to use formulae 
within a 

spreadsheet to 

convert 
measurements of 

length and 

distance. 
 

Activity: Purple 

Mash 5.3 
Spreadsheets lesson 

1 

LO: to use the count 
tool to answer 

hypotheses about 

common letters in use. 
 

Activity:  Purple Mash 

5.3 Spreadsheets 
lesson 2 

LO: to use formulae to 
calculate area and 

perimeter of shapes. 
 
Activity:  Purple Mash 

5.3 Spreadsheets 

lesson 3 

LO: to Learn to 
create formulae that 

use text variables. 
 
Activity:  Purple Mash 

5.3 Spreadsheets 

lesson 4 

LO: to use a 
spreadsheet to help 

plan a school cake 

sale. 
 

Activity:  Purple 

Mash 5.3 
Spreadsheets lesson 

5 

LO: to use a 
spreadsheet to help 

plan a school cake 

sale. 
 

Activity:  Purple Mash 

5.3 Spreadsheets 
lesson 5 

R.E LO:  understand what Muslims believe about 

Allah and the Qur’an. 

 
Activity: 

Watch BBC learning clip about the Qur’an. 

Comprehension activity – children answer 
questions in books. 

LO: explore stories told by the prophet and 

what they mean to Muslims. 

 
Activity: watch and listen to stories told by 

and about the Prophet Muhammed (PBUH) 

What life-lessons are there in these stories? 
Children choose a favourite and annotate 

the picture with the morals. 

LO:  explain what the 5 pillars of Islam are. 

 

Activity: Watch the BBC learning clip. 
In table groups, children research and make 

a poster about 1 of the pillars to present to 

rest of class. 



 

   
 

Music  

 

 

LO: listen and 

appraise pop 
ballads. 

 
Charanga Spring 1: 

Make You Feel My 

Love by Adele  

LO: identify the pulse in 

the music.  
 

Charanga Spring 1: 
Make You Feel My 

Love by Adele 

 
L&A Bob Dylan’s 

version. Begin to learn 

to sing the song.  

LO: play the notes C 

and D. 
 

Charanga Spring 1: 
Make You Feel My 

Love by Adele 

 
L&A So Amazing by 

Luther Vandross.  

 
Play the easy 

accompaniment to 

MYFML on 
Glockenspiel 

(recorders if allowed) 

Continue to learn to 
sing MYFML 

 

LO: play the notes B 

C D A G  
 

Charanga Spring 1: 
Make You Feel My 

Love by Adele 

 
L&A Hello by Lionel 

Richie 

 
Learn the recorder 

part (if allowed) 

 
Continue to learn to 

sing MYFML 

 

LO: play the notes B 

C D A G  
 

Charanga Spring 1: 
Make You Feel My 

Love by Adele 

 

L&A The Way You 

Look Tonight by 

Tony Bennett 

 
Learn the recorder 

part (if allowed) 

 
Continue to learn to 

sing MYFML 

 

LOL perform Make 

You Feel My Love by 
Adele.  

 
Children sing and 

play instruments to 

accompany song.  

Art /DT 

Sculpture: 

 

 

LO: explore famous 
sculptors and their 

work. 

 
 

LO: create a sculpture 
based on a refugee. 

(Rodin’s Thinker – 

conveying an emotion 
through clay. Children 

use tools to shape a 

clay sculpture.) 

LO: plan sculpture 
around own identity. 

 

(Children use wire 
and mod-roc to 

shape own design.)  

Create original pieces 
that show a range of 

influences and 

styles.  Give details 
(including own 

sketches) about the 

style of some notable 
artists, artisans and 

designers.  

 

LO: build the frame 
for our sculpture. 

 

Use a frame to 
provide structure for 

a sculpture. 

 
Show life-like qualities 

and real-life 

proportions or, if 
more abstract, 

provoke different 

interpretations.  
 

LO: add texture to 
our sculpture.  

LO: evaluate our 
sculptures.  

French LO:  learn the names of sweet food items. 

 
Activity:  LJR Yr 5 lesson 15 

Names of dessert food items  
Revise days of the week and months of the 
year. 

LO:  describe the weather and seasons in 

French. 
 

Activity: LJR Yr 5 lessons16 & 17  

LO: children describe where they live.  

 
Activity: LJR Yr 5 lesson 18 

 

Children are able to have a conversation 
where they can describe where they live.  



 

   
 

Children have a conversation in which they 

describe the weather e.g.  Aujoud’hui c’est 
lundi 10 janvier et il fait froid. 

 
 

P.E LO:  to use 

expressive 
vocabulary to 

enhance 

movement quality 
and dynamics 

during dance. 
 
Activity:  create a 

short motif (3/4 

repeated 
movements), which 

represents a 

specific God. 
 

(Gandalf additional 

Cricket Coaching) 
 

Aragorn - Swimming 

LO:  work with a 

partner and continue 

to use expressive 

vocabulary to 

enhance movement 

quality and dynamics. 
 

Activity: Create a list of 

descriptive words for 

their Greek Gods and 

perform a motif based 

on these. 
 

(Gandalf additional 

Cricket Coaching) 

 

Aragorn - Swimming 

LO:  create 

movement in pairs 
using improvisation, to 

select and 

choreograph ideas 
into a sequence. 
 

Activity:  Pupils will 
create a movement 

sequence comprising 

3 different battle 
actions. 
 

(Gandalf additional 
Cricket Coaching) 

 

Aragorn - Swimming 

LO:  extend dance 

skills by using more 
complex interacting 

movements and 

actions and 
incorporate 

apparatus. 
 
Activity:  ancient 

Olympic opening 

ceremonial dance. 
 

(Gandalf additional 

Cricket Coaching) 
 

Aragorn - Swimming 

 

LO:  experience 

dancing in an 
opening ceremony. 
 

Activity:  dance as 
an athlete about to 

represent their 

country. 
 

 

(Gandalf additional 
Cricket Coaching) 

 

Aragorn - Swimming 
 

LO:  complete the 

experience of 
dancing in an 

opening ceremony. 
 
Activity:  create a 

start and finish 

position that 
represents their 

chosen athlete. 
 
 

(Gandalf additional 

Cricket Coaching) 
 

Aragorn - Swimming 

 

RsE/PSHE 

(Class 

assembly) 

Healthy 

Relationshi

ps: 

 

LO: describe our 
goals. 
 
Linked to characters 
we are meeting in 
our core texts – 
what is a goal? 
What things might 
get in the way of 
them? 
 

 LO: explore feelings of 
being safe. 

 

Discuss safe things – 
people we love and 

places that are 

safe/special.  
 

What happens if we 

don’t feel safe? What 
can we do? 

 

LO: identify what to 
do if we feel unsafe. 
 
Explore body 
language and 
appropriate 
behaviour.  Identify 
where children can 
turn to for help if they 
feel something is 
unsafe/inappropriate. 

LO: identify positive 
relationships. 
 
The characters in our 
core text begin to 
explain their 
backgrounds – what 
relationships have 
we identified? What 
sre the features of a 
positive 
relationship? 
 

LO: explore how 
relationships make 
us feel. 
 
Discuss that 
relationships can 
come to an end … 
just as some of the 
ones in the boat in 
our core text have.  

LO: explore ways in 
which people show 

they care. 

 
Make a card that 

shows we care with a 

thoughtful message. 
 

(Linked to Valentine’s 

Day but not a 
Valentine's day card!) 



 

   
 

 

 


